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WESTERN POLITICAL THOUGHT

Course Objective:
The course delves into classical western political philosophy right from Greek antiquity
upto marxism. This course, thematically divided into five units, is focused on
representative thinkers of each era. It discusses key thinkers in ancient, mediaeval and
modern political philosophy and thus, seeks to develop a holistic perspective about the
history of political ideas with reference to the political context in which they originated.
Objective of the course is to make students aware of multiple interpretations of classical
text.

Unit I- Greek Political Thought:

Plato: Theory of Forms, Justice, Philosopher King, Ideal State, Communism, Scheme of
Education.

Aristotle: Forms and Matter, Teleology, Citizenship, Revolution, Slavery, Classification
of Governments, Ideal Polity.

Unit II- Middle Age:

St. Thomas Aquinas: Natural Law

Machiavelli: Universal Egoism, Morality and Statecraft, Vice and Virtue,
Republicanism.

Unit III- Social Contract Tradition:

Hobbes: Human Nature- Atomistic Individuals, State of Nature, Social Contract,
Leviathan.
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Locke: Laws of Nature, Natural Rights, Social Contract, Property.

Rousseau: General Will, Direct Democracy, Origin of Inequality.

Unit IV- Utilitarianism:

Bentham: The Greatest Happiness Principle and Utilitarian Calculus, Theory of Law.

J.S Mill: Liberty, Suffrage and Subjection of Women, Rights of Minorities, Utility
Principle.

Unit V- Debating the State:

Hegel: Nation, Dialectical Method, Civil Society.

Karl Marx: Historical Materialism, Economic Determinism, Alienation, Class Struggle,
Proletarian Revolution.
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